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C o l l e e n  O ' B r i e n
O n  d r a w i n g  m a r c u s  a u r e l i u s  
Take hold
o f  the horse, its neck 
and  bulg ing  eye.
Then learn the m an 
by head. Be h im , 
be unsurprised .
Take hold
o f  the th ing  described.
H is cockleshell 
beard, his size 
astride th a t burly  
beast n o t even 
slightly com prom ised .
Forget verisim ilitude.
Be alloyed, 
streaked w ith  green 
and  gold. Solid as 
an earth-packed 
age. Solem n 
as bronze.
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